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molds for casting cement ballusters. In cutting the molds for circL work they should be cut in three pieces so as to be more easily re moved from the cast stone.
Special molds for ornamental work of all kinds can be madi from stamped metal. The metal when stamped in one piece can b< used direct as a mold for ornamental work, or if the design is mad* up of several pieces of metal soldered together a mold can be mad< by taking an impression direct from the face of the metal ornamen with a glue composition. In this way a mold can be made to dupli cate any ornament desired. This glue mixture for making molds fo plaster or cement ornaments is made as follows:
Take the very best glue to be obtained, place it in cold water a night, the next morning take it out; when it will be found to b swollen. The water it has absorbed during the night is sufficient t melt it by heat; then mix as much glycerine with it as you had glu* and keep the vessel containing them in a steam or hot water bat! till the water is about evaporated, and till there is left as much ii weight as the weight of the dry glue and glycerine taken togethe amounted to. Tbis will make a compound of glue and glycerin which will never dry, and a mold of it can be remelted and use< over and over again.
The most intricate design can be made in these molds, and wit] a little practice the mechanic will be able to turn out ornaments an< work to conform to or duplicate any architectural design and add ; great percentage to the appearance of any building he may erect o furnish the blocks for.
Molds can be made in cement for plainer ornaments or moldings the cement can be poured on the original and when hard can be re moved, and this reverse impression of the ornament or molding cai
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Stamped Metal Circle Moldings for Column Cap and Rase Blocks.
be used as a mold in which to cast the ornament. Before pouring o the cement the original ornament should be given a coat of linsee oil to prevent the cement from sticking.
After the cement mold is hard it should be given a coat of pain made by dissolving asphalt with turpentine or benzine. This wi give the mold a smooth surface, which, if coated with a soap solutioi will not stick to the cast.